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God. is still speaking 2026
Mission Statement: Building a community around the love of Jesus, where all are welcome.

7] Right now, our world is experiencing mistrust, fear, division, and

| violence in ways that feel both disturbing and unfamiliar. In a moment
like this, it's essential that we build a strong foundation for our faith—so
* 1| we know how to respond as light in the world.

§ Our identity matters more than ever. If we are going to be God’s
presence in this world, we cannot allow our identities to be defined by
political parties or cultural divisions. Instead, we must insist that our
core identity is rooted in Jesus. We are Jesus people.

Rev. Matthew Hunt

This Lent, | want us to focus on Getting to Know Jesus. That is the name of our
Lenten sermon series and the focus of our four weeks of Connect Groups. Rather
than pointing fingers or drawing lines, we will spend this season listening again to the
stories of people who encountered Jesus—and discovering who he really was, and
still is.

The four weeks of Connect Groups are an important part of life at Salem Church. |
encourage everyone to participate in a group. If the options we offer don’t work for
you, please reach out to me and we’ll see what's possible. Everyone matters here.

Please prayerfully consider joining a Connect Group, and if you have questions,
don’t hesitate to seek someone out.

Blessings, Pastor Matt

Do you have any ice
cream buckets?

Please consider giving
them to Victoria Dry! -




Lenten Sermon Series: Getting to Know Jesus

Sunday, February 22 — First Sunday in Lent

Title: Jesus Welcomes the Children

Text: Mark 10:13-16

Focus: Jesus welcomes people before they understand, achieve, or prove
anything. Belonging is a gift, not something we earn.

Sunday, March 1 — Second Sunday in Lent (Connect Groups Begin)
Title: Jesus Touches What Others Avoid

Text: Mark 1:40-45

Focus: Jesus moves toward fear, suffering, and exclusion, showing
compassion that risks closeness.

Sunday, March 8 — Third Sunday in Lent (Connect Groups)

Title: Jesus Eats with the Wrong People

Text: Luke 5:27-32

Focus: Jesus chooses relationship and shared life with those judged and
excluded by religious culture.

Sunday, March 15 — Fourth Sunday in Lent (Connect Groups)

Title: Jesus Refuses to Condemn

Text: John 8:2—-11

Focus: Jesus dismantles shame and judgment while opening the door to mercy
and transformation.

Sunday, March 22 — Fifth Sunday in Lent (Connect Groups Conclude)

Title: Jesus Is Moved by Compassion

Text: John 11:17-27, 32-44

Focus: Jesus enters grief fully, weeps with those who mourn, and brings life
where death seems final.



Coffee Hour Schedule

May our coffee be strong, and our spirits freshly brewed

February March

2/1 The Simmon’s Featuring Charlie H. 3/1 Debbie H. and Cindy D.
2/8 The Imlah— Emerson Family 3/8 The Moran’s and Hellige’s
2/15 The Hillebrenner’s Featuring Judy B. 3/15 The Spory Family

2/22 The Deege’s and Goehl’s 3/22 The Edward’s Family

3/29 The Stitt’s Featuring David S.

The Caring Ministry fundraiser produced Pop-Up Choir NEXT practice 2/15 @10am
$240 and new supplies for Loads of Love! Performance 2/22 during service
ALL WELCOME

Our Christmas Eve offering raised $2,350 for

Habitat for Humanity! 2025 Giving Statements are ready
for pick-up at the church office.

Any remaining after 2/1/26 will be
mailed.




JOHN

VAN
DEUSEN

LOADS OF LOVE
FUNDRAISER

STATE STREET THEATER -QUINCY, IL
DOORS OPEN AT 6PM
SHOW OVER BY 8PM

‘ SALEM FAMILY FRIENDLY

(7)) Quincy
Can’t make it, but still want to give?

https://onrealm.org/salemunitedchur31975/-/form/give/now

Write Loads of Love in the memo section



Birthdays&

Annive sarles

February 2026

Birthdays
2-1 Keith Deege
2-9 Jared Tipton
2-10 Carla Daggett
2-12 Marilyn Maiers
2-13 Sylvia Baxter
Ezra Elder
Arleta Hollyman
2-14 Carol Hochgraber
Gracy Spory
2-20 Leah Brice
Patti Hibbard
2-24 Kathy Willing
2-25 Sue Stewart
2-28 Nora Fuller

Anniversaries

No February Anniversaries

Dates to Rememlber

Tuesday, Feb 3rd
5:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, Feb 7th
11:30am BJ’s Café—
Saturday Meals
6:00pm-8:00pm Loads of
Love Fundraiser at State
Street Theater

Sunday, Feb 8th

9:00am Salem Worship

10:15am Youth and Adult
Re:Charge

Tuesday, Feb 10th
5:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, Feb 11th
6:00pm Ministry Meetings—
Connections and Caring
6:00pm Property Task Force
and Resource Ministry

Thursday, Feb 12th
4:00pm Loads of Love

Saturday, Feb 14th
10:30am Paws & Prayers Pet
Food Distribution

11:30am BJ’s Café—
Saturday Meals

Sunday, Feb 15th
9:00am Salem Worship
10:00am Pop-UP Choir
Rehearsal
10:15am Youth and Adult
Re:Charge

Tuesday, Feb 17th
5:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, Feb 18th
5:30pm-— 6:15pm Ash
Wednesday meal in
Fellowship Hall

6:30pm Ash Wednesday
service in Lounge

Saturday, Feb 21st
11:30am Health Fair/
Toiletry Distribution
11:30am BJ’s Café—
Saturday Meals

Newsletter Deadline

Sunday, Feb 22nd

8:35am Pop-UP Choir
Rehearsal

9:00am Salem Worship

10:15am Youth and Adult
Re:Charge

Tuesday, Feb 24th
5:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday, Feb 25th
6:00pm VMST

Thursday, Feb 26th
4:00pm Loads of Love

Saturday, Feb 28th

11:30am BJ’s Café—
Saturday Meals




2 Corinthians 9:7

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

One Great Hour of Sharing

One Great Hour of Sharing® is one of four special mission offerings of the
United Church of Christ. This Lenten Offering supports the disaster, refugee,
and development ministries of the United Church of Christ within Wider Church
Ministries. OGHS offering envelopes will be passed out before worship services
in March. Sunday March 15th will be Salem’s OGHS Special Offering

Sunday. Please prayerfully give over and above your normal offering.

One Great

HOUR

OF SHARING

Salem United Church of Christ
Operating Account - 2025

Income

Expense

Increase
(Decrease) in
Met Assets

¥TD Increase
(Decrease) in
MNet Assets

12,521.40

29,897.50

(517,376.16)

(517,376.16)

9,036.62

25,105.08

(516,068.46)

(533,444.62)

16,225.97

25,675.89

($9,449.92)

($42,894.54)

16,874.73

25,200.15

(58,325.42)

(551,215.96)

9,427.59

27,428.72

($18,001.13)

($69,221.09)

19,342.65

24,966.18

(55,623.53)

(574,844.62)

12,583.20

31,245.71

($18,662.51)

($93,507.13)

9,005.48

26,483.46

(517,477.98)

(5110,985.11)

12,113.98

34,613.31

($22,499.33)

(5133,484.44)

9,238.53

23,883.17

(514,644.64)

(5148,129.08)

9,825.81

20,708.00

($10,882.19)

($159,011.27)

19,380.32

37,966.53

(518,586.21)

(5177,597.48)
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5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

155,576.28

s
3
5
3
5
3
5
3
5
3
5
3
$

333,173.76

($177,597.48)

($177,597.48)

Amount Used from Endowments to Cover Deficit J




What is Ash Wednesday Worship?

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a 40-day season of reflection,
repentance, and preparation for Easter. It is a time when Christians focus on turning
toward God, acknowledging human frailty, and embracing God’s grace.

In Ash Wednesday worship, we are reminded of our mortality and dependence on
God. The service includes:

. Prayer and Scripture Readings focused on repentance and renewal.

. The Imposition of Ashes, where a cross is traced on the forehead or hand with
ashes as the words “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall
return” are spoken. The ashes symbolize our mortality and need for God’s grace.

. A Call to Repentance, inviting us to turn away from sin and follow Jesus more
fully.

« Ash Wednesday is not meant to be gloomy but rather a holy invitation to draw
closer to God, embrace humility, and prepare our hearts for the journey toward
Easter.

| hope you will join us in this special worship service!

Rev. Matthew Hunt

Wednesday, February 18th

5:30- 6:15 Meal
in the Fellowship
Hall

**There is a sigh-up sheet in the|
fellowship hall**

6:30 Service in
the lounge

FOR YOU ARE DUST.,
AND TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN.
GENESIS 319

The meal will have soups, hot dogs, fruit, and dessert!




